LOUDOUN COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

INTERNET USE POLICY

Mission

1.
The Loudoun County Public Library, the community's information center, provides free and equal access to a full variety of library resources and innovative technologies to enhance the quality of life and meet the informational, educational, and cultural interests of the entire community.

2.
Our Mission is based on fundamental principles of public library service in the Commonwealth of Virginia, which include: providing information, as broadly and as completely as possible, to as many citizens as it can; individuals should be held accountable for their actions; and parents have the ultimate responsibility for deciding what their children read and what library services they receive.

3.
In support of its mission Loudoun County Public Library offers Internet access to library customers to offer the widest possible diversity, views and expressions, insuring access to all avenues of ideas, to as many library customers as it can.

The Internet

The Internet is an unregulated medium connecting people and information sources from around the world, forming a constantly changing community. Not all sources on the Internet provide information that is current, accurate, unobjectionable or complete and some materials are obscene and/or harmful to minors.  The library system is unable to control or monitor the content of materials on the Internet.

Internet Access Service

1.
The Loudoun County Public Library offers its customers access to the Internet. The Library System does not provide electronic mail accounts, Usenet newsgroups, or real-time discussion/chat.

2.
"Filtered" and "unfiltered" forms of Internet access are provided. Filtered access attempts to screen out content deemed obscene and/or harmful to minors. It is by no means foolproof and may inadvertently allow content intended to be blocked or block unobjectionable content.

3.
Monitors may have privacy screens installed.

4.
An adult decides which form of access to use. The parent or legal guardian of a minor will decide if the minor may access the Internet and whether access is to be filtered or unfiltered.

5.
There may be times when the user may not be able to access a given site on the Internet due to circumstance beyond the control of the Library System.

6.  
Library staff will be glad to assist our customers in using the Internet. In the event library staff is not familiar with specific programs or capabilities, the customer will be responsible for learning the needed skills.

Conditions Governing Internet Use

7.
An adult must sign a Loudoun County Public Library Adult Internet Use Agreement, indicating they have read this library policy and agree to abide by it and future versions of the policy as a condition of using the library's Internet Access Service.

8.
A minor's parent or legal guardian must sign a Loudoun County Public Library Minor Internet Use Agreement, indicating they have read this library policy, agree that the minor may use the Library's Internet Access Service, that the minor will abide by it and future versions of the policy as a condition of the minor using the library's Internet Access Service and elect whether the minor's access is to be filtered or unfiltered. A signed agreement without an election is not a valid agreement and the minor will not be allowed to use the Library's Internet Access Service.

9.
Any violation of this policy or Library Rules of Conduct Policy may result in suspension of Internet access privileges.
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