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II.

DUTIES OF THE CHAIR, VICE CHAIR

1.

2.

3.

6.

The Chair shall preside at meetings and public hearings, call the same to
order, and enforce these rules of order.

In the absence of the Chair, the Vice Chair shall perform the duties of the
Chair. The Vice Chair shall be responsible for enforcement of the time rule.
In the absence of both the Chair and Vice Chair, the Board shall elect a
temporary chair.

The Chair shall decide all questions of order, subject to an appeal from any
Trustee of the Board, on which appeal no Trustee shall speak more than
once, unless by unanimous consent of the Board.

The Chair shall be responsible for preparation of the Board agenda for each
meeting or hearing of the Board, in consultation with Trustees of the Board
and the Library Director, and shall lay the order of business before the
Board in a parliamentary order. Inclusion on the agenda brings items to the
table for discussion. Inclusion of a Moment of Silence is at the discretion of
the Chair.

The Chair shall appoint committees as needed.

ORDER OF BUSINESS AT BUSINESS MEETINGS
The order of business of the Board shall be as follows:

1.

2.
3.
4

SANING

10.
11.
12.
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CALL TO ORDER -7:00 p.m.

MOMENT OF SILENCE

PROCLAMATIONS AND RESOLUTIONS OF APPRECIATION
COMMENTS

— Public Comment
— Board Comment
— Director's Comment

AGENDA CHANGES
MINUTES APPROVAL
REPORTS

— Branch Library Report: Library Branch (Librarian)

— Friends Group Report: Advisory Board Representative
— Director's Report

— Committee Reports

INFORMATION ITEMS
ACTION ITEMS

NEW BUSINESS
EXECUTIVE SESSION
ADJOURNMENT
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The Board shall attempt, in all good faith, to confine the meeting time to three hours.
New items will not be introduced for discussion after 9:55 p.m.

III. GENERAL RULES GOVERNING PLACING ITEMS ON THE BOARD AGENDA

1.

Trustees shall receive enough advance notice of agenda items to enable
them to study the item, request and receive additional information, and
consult constituents.

The agenda for Board meetings shall be set by the Board Chair two weeks
prior to a regularly scheduled Board meeting.

A copy of the agenda shall be sent to each Trustee at the same time
that it is distributed to the news media.

Revised agendas shall be promptly sent to each Trustee and the news
media.

Agenda items may be placed on the agenda by staff or individual
Trustees, only with approval of the Chair.

Staff and Trustees may request amendments to the agenda during a
regular meeting during the portion designated to agenda changes.

When Board packets are prepared, a copy of the agenda and the packet
shall be made available for review by the public at the Library
Administration Office and on the Library website.

IV.  MEETINGS OF THE BOARD

1.

The Board shall conduct public meetings pursuant to a schedule and at a
location set by the Board by December of the preceding calendar year. The
schedule and locations shall be posted at the Library Administration
building, at Rust Library, and on the Library website, on the County
government calendar, and on the County’s website at least three (3) working
days in advance of the meeting.

The Board may, by resolution, provide for special and additional meetings
or public hearings; and all regular, special and additional meetings or public
hearings shall be in accordance with applicable provisions of the Code of
Virginia with regard to public notice.

Each year, beginning in January, the Board shall conduct a review of all
library policies. Proposed amendments will be discussed in work sessions
with action being taken at a subsequent monthly meeting and
implementation effective on July | of the following fiscal year.

All Board meetings shall be conducted according to Robert’s Rules of
Order. The Vice Chair shall serve as the parliamentarian.

When the Director or designee, in accordance with Library policy, working
with Loudoun County Government Administration, determines the closing
of the Library system due to weather, maintenance, or safety-related
concerns, all scheduled Board meetings for that day or period of time will
be are cancelled.

V. RECORDKEEPING

[3]

RULES OF ORDER, Revised: 9/20/2023



Loudoun County Public Library Board of Trustees
RULES OF ORDER

1.  The official record of Board meetings and public hearings shall be the
approved minutes of the meeting kept by the Administrative Secretary.
Minutes shall be a summation of the public hearings and public meetings.

VI. AMENDMENTS TO RULES OF ORDER
These Rules of Order may be suspended, amended or repealed by a majority of
the Board.

VII. RULES OF ORDER FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS

It is the purpose and objective of the Library Board of Trustees to give each

citizen an opportunity to express his/her views during the public comment section

of the regular meeting and on the issue(s) at hand at a public hearing and to give

all speakers equal treatment and courtesy. While it is often necessary to have a

presentation by the staff, it is the desire of the Board to hear from the public and,

therefore, staff presentations will be as brief as possible and the Board will
refrain from comment and questions until after the public has been heard. In
order to accomplish this objective, it is necessary that certain rules of order
prevail at all hearings of the Library Board of Trustees, as follows:

1.  Staff presentation will be in accord with Board policy. Brief, concise
summaries for the public's information and understanding are permitted.
When written information has been provided prior to the hearing, only
summary and/or new information should be presented.

2. Each speaker will have up to five minutes available whether speaking as
an individual or a representative of any group or organization. Unless
instructed by a majority of those present and voting of the Board to do
otherwise, the Chair shall enforce the five-minute rule.

3. Order of speakers will be determined on first register, first speak
basis, or as recognized by the chair.

4. Registration will be taken by the Administrative Secretary and will be
submitted on the registration form provided, which will include the name,
address and election district of the speaker.

5. Speakers will be limited to a presentation of their points of view
except that questions of clarification may be entertained by the
Chair.

6. Debate is prohibited.

7. All comments will be directed to the Board as a body.

8. Decorum will be maintained. This includes a common courtesy from the
audience, the staff and Board to the speaker and from the speaker to the
audience, the staff and the Board. Statements which are demeaning or
inappropriate shall be ruled out of order.

9. Inthe event of a large number of speakers resulting in the continuation of
the hearing, any persons not heard at the initial public hearing will be the
first to speak at the continued hearing.

10. Trustees will be limited to asking questions dealing with clarification of
statements made by speakers or staff and to correct any obvious areas of
misinformation. However, such questions, responsive answers or the
correction of misinformation shall be made after the public has been heard
or by Board action. Each Trustee will be permitted five minutes total for
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11.

12.

13.

questions and answers. Trustees requiring additional information or
answers should seek them on his or her own time and not take the time of
other Trustees.

It shall be Board policy not to vote on matters appearing on a formal public
hearing at the time of the public hearing, the item being placed on a future
agenda for action. However, a motion to suspend the Rules shall be in order
to bring the matter to a vote at a public hearing. It shall be the policy of the
Board to leave the record open to receive written comments following a
public hearing up until the time that a vote is taken.

Speakers are requested to leave written statements and/or

comments with the Administrative Secretary, when appropriate.

Individuals purporting to speak for an organized group shall file with the
Administrative Secretary a copy of the Resolution of such Board
authorizing their presentation.
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